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Charts 
 

MultiCharts Work Area 
 

The application window consists of Toolbars, Workspaces, and Windows (Chart , Scanner, Order and Position 

Tracker, DOM, Time and Sales). 

For detailed information about Windows, click here. 

Understanding Workspaces 

Workspaces help manage the working process. Several Workspaces can be open at the same time. It is possible to 

create, save, open, close, rename, and delete Workspaces, as well as to switch between Workspaces that are open 

in the application window. Each Workspace can contain multiple windows. 

Names of all open Workspaces are shown in the tabs at the bottom of application window. The tab of the currently 

selected (active) Workspace is highlighted. To switch to another open Workspace click the tab of the Workspace you 

wish to switch to. 

To achieve peak performance limit the number of simultaneously open workspaces to the ones you actually need. 

Creating Workspaces 

To create a new Workspace, click the New Workspace  icon on the Main toolbar. 

Workspaces can also be created by using the Ctrl + N hot key, or by selecting File in the main menu, then pointing 

to New and clicking New Workspace. 

Note: If there are no open Workspaces when a new Chart Window is created, a new Workspace for that window 

will be created automatically. 

Saving Workspaces 

A Workspace, complete with Chart/Scanner/Order and Position Tracker/DOM/Time and Sales Windows and all 

settings, is saved as a file with .wsp extension. 

To save a Workspace, click the Save Workspace  icon on the Main toolbar. Workspaces can also be saved by using 

the Ctrl + S hot key, or by selecting File in the main menu and clicking Save Workspace. 

If the Workspace has not yet been named, the Save As dialog box will appear, allowing to choose a file name for the 

workspace. 

In order to save an already named Workspace under a new name, select File in the main menu and click Save 

Workspace As. 

To save Workspaces automatically on application exit, see Workspaces Preferences. 

Opening Workspaces 

Saved Workspaces can be opened by using Windows Explorer/File manager as well as from the application. 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:New_Worksapce.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:New_Worksapce.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Save_Workspace.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Save_Workspace.png
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To open a Workspace from the application, click the Open Workspace  icon on the Main toolbar; in the Open 

dialog box that appears, navigate to and select the Workspace file (.wsp extension) and click the Open button. 

Workspaces can also be opened by using the Ctrl + O hot key, or by selecting File in the main menu and clicking 

Open Workspace. 

Recently used Workspaces can be opened by clicking the down-arrow to the right of the Open Workspace  icon 

on the Main toolbar and then clicking a Workspace name, or by selecting File in the main menu, then pointing to 

Recent Workspaces and clicking a Workspace name. 

To open Workspaces automatically on application startup, see Workspaces Preferences. 

Closing Workspaces 

To close a Workspace, click the Close Workspace  icon on the Main toolbar. Workspaces can also be closed by 

using the F4 key, or by selecting File in the main menu and clicking Close Workspace. 

If any changes have been made to a Workspace since it was last saved, and: Do not show "Save Workspace" dialog 

on Exit checkbox in Workspace Preferences is not selected, the Save Workspace dialog box will appear: 

- click Yes to save the changes and close the Workspace; 

- click No to discard the changes and close the Workspace; 

- click Cancel to cancel the operation and keep the Workspace open. 

To disable the dialog box and close workspaces without confirmation, see Workspaces Preferences. 

Important: 

If both the Do not show "Save Workspace" dialog on Exit checkbox and Do not save workspaces option are selected 

in the Workspace tab of the Preferences window then no changes to the workspace will be saved on exit! 

Renaming Workspaces 

Workspaces can be renamed by two different methods: 

ω Save a copy of the Workspace under a different name. See Saving Workspaces; or: 

ω Use Windows Explorer or another program to rename a Workspace file as any other Windows file. 

Note: Workspaces that are open cannot be renamed by Windows Explorer. Close the Workspace prior to renaming 

it. 

Deleting Workspaces 

Use Windows Explorer or another program to delete the Workspace file as you would any other Windows file. 

Deleting a Workspace does not delete the data or the studies. 

Note: A Workspace that is open cannot be deleted. Close the Workspace prior to deleting it. 

Workspaces Preferences 

Workspaces preferences settings determine which workspaces, if any, will be opened on application startup, 

whether changes to workspaces will be saved on application exit, and if a confirmation prompt will appear when 

Chart/Scanner/Order and Position Tracker/DOM/Time and Sales Windows are closed. 

To set workspace preferences: 

1. Open the Preferences window by selecting File in the main menu and then clicking Preferences; the window 

can also be opened by using ALT+F, ALT+F keyboard shortcut sequence. 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Open_Workspace.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Open_Workspace.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Open_Workspace.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Open_Workspace.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Close_Workspace.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Close_Workspace.png
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2. Select the Workspaces tab. 

3. To open Workspaces on startup, select the Open Workspaces on Start checkbox; clear the checkbox to not 

open any Workspaces on startup. 

4. To show the Workspaces dialog box on startup, select the Show the dialog checkbox; clear the checkbox to 

not display the dialog box. 

5. Select the Workspaces to be opened on startup. 

6. To show Save Workspace dialog box on exit, clear the Do not show "Save Workspace" dialog on Exit checkbox; 

select the checkbox to not display the dialog box. 

7. Select Save workspaces or Do not save workspaces to save or not to save the workspaces on exit, respectively. 

8. To prompt for a confirmation when a Chart/Scanner/Order and Position Tracker/DOM/Time and Sales Window 

is closed (deleted), clear the Do not prompt for confirmation when I want to close a window checkbox; check the 

checkbox to prompt for a confirmation when a window is closed. 

Understanding Windows (Chart/Scanner/Order and Position 
Tracker/DOM/Time and Sales) 

Chart Windows contain charts, studies, and drawings. The number of windows that can be added to Workspaces is 

limited only by your computer's hardware configuration. 

In Workspaces with multiple windows only one window at a time is active. The active window is the window to 

which any changes will be applied, and is distinguished by the color of its title bar. Any one of the windows in a 

Workspace can be selected as the active at any time. 

²ƛƴŘƻǿǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǿƻǊƪǎǇŀŎŜ ƻǊ ŘŜǘŀŎƘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜǎƪǘƻǇΣ 

arranged in any order, resized, maximized, minimized, and closed. Closing a window deletes it from the Workspace. 

Windows are saved only as a part of the Workspace that contains them. 

Creating Windows 

A Chart Window is always created at the same time as the chart/grid that is placed in it. It is not possible to create 

an empty window, without a chart/grid. A Chart/Scanner/Order and Position Tracker/DOM/Time and Sales Window 

is always created in the currently selected Workspace. 

Read more about Creating Charts 

Read more about Workspaces. 

Selecting a Window as Active 

Before making changes to a Window you should make sure that it is active. Only one window at a time can be active. 

A Window can be selected as active by one of the following methods: 

ω Click anywhere on the window to make it active; or: 

ω Select Window in the main menu and click the name of the window. 

Color change of the window's title bar will indicate that the window has become active. 

 

Detaching and Attaching Windows 
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By default, Windows are displayed within a Workspace. Windows can be detached from a Workspace and positioned 

anywhere on your computer's desktop; on a multiple-monitor system, one or more Windows can be displayed on 

each monitor. 

A Window can be detached by one of the following methods: 

ω Click the Detach Window  button on the title bar of the window; 

or: 

ω Select Window in the main menu and click Detach Window. 

Note: Detached windows' last chosen positions are retained the next time that the application is 

started A Window can be attached back to the Workspace by one of the following methods: 

ω Click the Attach Window  button on the title bar of the window; 

or: 

ω Select Window in the main menu and click Attach Window. 

Detached Windows "Always on Top" Feature 

To keep a detached Window displayed always on top of other windows click the Stick  button on the title 

bar of the window; the button will change to . 

To cancel the feature click the Unstick utton again; the button will change to . 

Note: Detached window's last chosen Always on Top status is retained the next time that the application is started. 

Arranging Windows 

It is possible to arrange windows in any order. A Window can be positioned anywhere by placing the mouse pointer 

over the window's title bar, holding the left mouse button, and dragging the window to the desired position. 

Windows within a workspace can also be arranged automatically: 

ω To arrange all open windows for convenient viewing select Window in the main menu and click Arrange All 

any minimized windows will be placed at the bottom of the Workspace, below any open windows. 

ω To arrange all windows horizontally or vertically select Window in the main menu and click Arrange 

Horizontally or Arrange Vertically, respectively. 

ω To arrange all open windows in a cascade select Window in the main menu and click Cascade; any minimized 

windows will be placed at the bottom of the Workspace, below any open windows. 

Note: Windows' last chosen positions are retained the next time that the application is started. 

Deleting Windows 

A window can be deleted from a Workspace. To close a Window means to delete it. It is possible to delete all of the 

windows from a Workspace, leaving the Workspace empty. 

To delete a Window from a Workspace click the Close button on the title bar of the window; in the dialog box that 

appears, click Yes to delete the window, or click Cancel to cancel the operation and keep the window open. 

To disable the dialog box and delete windows without confirmation, see Workspaces Preferences. 

Switching between Windows 
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Within a Workspace you can switch between the open windows by using the Ctrl + F6 hotkey combination, or by 

clicking anywhere on the window you wish to switch to. 

Copying Windows 

The active Chart/Scanner/Order and Position Tracker/DOM/Time and Sales Window can be copied, complete with 

all settings, data series, and studies, and pasted to any open Workspace. 

To copy an active window use one of the following methods: 

ω Select File in the main menu and click Copy Window; or: 

ω Use CTRL+SHIFT+C hot key combination. 

To paste the copied Window: 

ω Select File in the main menu and click Paste Window, or: 

ω Use Ctrl + Shift + V hot key combination. 

Understanding Toolbars 

Toolbars provide convenient access to commonly used functions. These functions can also be accessed by using the 

menus, but the toolbars let you do it with just one click. 

There are six toolbars: Chart Analysis, Command Line, Control, Drawing, Main, and Resolution. Any of the toolbars 

can be made floating, allowing them to be positioned anywhere, or hidden if they are not needed. 

Hiding and Redisplaying Toolbars 

All toolbars are displayed by default. 

To hide a toolbar select View in the main menu, then click Toolbars and uncheck the toolbar that is to be hidden. 

A floating toolbar can also be hidden by clicking the Close button on the toolbar's title bar. 

To redisplay a toolbar select View in the main menu, then click Toolbars and check the toolbar that is to be 

displayed. 

The Resolution toolbar can also be hidden or redisplayed by clicking the Resolution  icon. 

 

Floating or Docking Toolbars 

By default, toolbars are displayed docked to the top of the application window. Any of the toolbars can be made 

ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ŘƻŎƪŜŘΦ ! ŦƭƻŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǘƛǘƭŜ ōŀǊ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊΩǎ 

desktop. 

Toolbars can be made floating by using one of the following methods: 

ω Double-click the move handle of a docked toolbar; or: 

ω Position the mouse pointer over the toolbar's move handle; hold the left mouse button and drag the toolbar 

to the desired position. 

Toolbars can be docked by one of the following methods: 

ω Double-click the toolbar's title bar. The toolbar will dock along the top border of the application window; or: 

ω Position the mouse pointer over the title bar of a floating toolbar; hold the left mouse button and drag the 

toolbar to any of the four borders of the application window. Once the mouse pointer comes close to a border of 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Resolution.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Resolution.png
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the window, an outline will indicate where the toolbar will be docked. Releasing the mouse button will dock the 

toolbar. 

Note: Toolbars' last chosen positions are retained the next time that the application is started. 

Resizing Floating Toolbars 

A floating toolbar can be resized the same way as any other window. 

Note: Toolbars' last chosen sizes are retained the next time that the application is started. 

Toolbar Icons Reference 

 Main Toolbar  

New Workspace   Creating Workspaces 

Save Workspace   Saving Workspace 

Open Workspace   Opening Workspace 

Close Workspace   Closing Workspace 

New Chart Window   Creating Charts 

New Scanner Window   Understanding Real-Time Scanner 

New QuoteManager   Understanding QuoteManager 

New PowerLanguage Editor   Understanding PowerLanguage Editor 

 Control  Toolbar  

Decrease Bar Spacing   Changing Bar Spacing 

Increase Bar Spacing   Changing Bar Spacing 

Compress Price Scale   Changing Price Scale Compression 

Expand Price Scale   Changing Price Scale Compression 

Move Up   Moving a Data Series Vertically 

Move Down   Moving a Data Series Vertically 

Scroll Left   Scrolling Horizontally through a Chart 

Scroll Right   Scrolling Horizontally through a Chart 

Increase Weight   Changing Bar Weight 

Decrease Weight  Changing Bar Weight 

Zoom In  Zooming In 

Zoom Out  Zooming Out 

Reset Scales  Resetting Both Scales 

Reset Time Scale  Resetting Time Scale (Bar Spacing) 

Reset Price Scale  Resetting Price Scale 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Category:QuoteManager
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Editor_Overview
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Changing_Bar_Spacing
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Changing_Bar_Spacing
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Changing_Price_Scale_Compression
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Changing_Price_Scale_Compression
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Moving_a_Data_Series_Vertically
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Moving_a_Data_Series_Vertically
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Scrolling_Horizontally_through_a_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Scrolling_Horizontally_through_a_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Style%23Changing_Bar_Weight
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Style%23Changing_Bar_Weight
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Zooming_In
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Zooming_Out
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Resetting_Both_Scales
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Resetting_Time_Scale_%28Bar_Spacing%29
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Adjusting_Chart%23Resetting_Price_Scale
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Hide Object  Hiding Indicators 

Chart Analysis Toolbar 

Insert Symbol  Inserting Additional Symbols into a Chart Window 

Insert Study  Inserting Studies 

Show / Hide Drawing Tools  Inserting Drawing Tools 

Format Instruments  Changing Symbols 

Format Window  Chart Appearance 

Bar Chart  Setting OHLC Chart Style 

Hollow Candlestick Chart  Selecting Hollow Candlestick Chart Style 

Line on Close Chart  Selecting Line on Close Chart Style 

Arrow Pointer  Pointer 

Cross Pointer  Cross Pointer 

Show/Hide Chart Hint  Understanding Hint Modes 

Show/Hide Cross  Cross Mode 

Tracking Time and Price  Cross Mode 

Data Window  Data Window 

Resolution Toolbar 

Tick Bar  Setting Resolution of Tick-Based Charts 

Volume Bar  Setting Resolution of Volume-Based Charts 

Range Bar  Setting Resolution of Range-Based Charts 

Second Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Minute Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Hourly Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Daily Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Weekly Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Monthly Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Quarterly Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Yearly Bar  Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Drawings Toolbar 

Trend Line  Inserting Trend Line 

Horizontal Line  Inserting Horizontal Line 

Time Line  Inserting Time Line 

Regression Channel  Inserting Regression Channel 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Studies%23Hiding_Indicators
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Creating_Charts%23Inserting_Additional_Symbols_into_a_Chart_Window
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Studies%23Inserting_Studies
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Drawing_Tools%23Inserting_Drawing_Tools
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Changing_Symbols%23Changing_Symbol_by_Symbol_Name
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Pointers%23Pointer
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Pointers%23Cross_Pointer
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Pointers%23Understanding_Hint_Modes
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Pointers%23Cross_Mode
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Pointers%23Cross_Mode
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Window%23Data_Window
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Tick-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Volume-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Range-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Trend_Line%23Inserting_Trend_Line
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Horizontal_Line%23Inserting_Horizontal_Line
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Time_Line%23Inserting_Time_Line
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Regression_Channel%23Inserting_Regression_Channel
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Equidistant Channel  Inserting Equidistant Channel 

Andrews' Pitchfork  Inserting Andrews' Pitchfork 

Fibonacci Retracement Price Lines   Inserting Fibonacci Retracement Price Lines 

Fibonacci Speed/Resistance Fan  Inserting Fibonacci Speed/Resistance Fan 

Fibonacci Speed/Resistance Arcs  Inserting Fibonacci Speed/Resistance Arcs 

Fibonacci Time Zones  Inserting Fibonacci Time Zones 

Fibonacci Trend-Based Time Lines  Inserting Fibonacci Trend-Based Time Lines 

Gann Fan  Inserting Gann Fan 

Gann Square  Inserting Gann Square 

Retracement Calculator  Inserting Retracement Calculator 

Text  Inserting Text 

Rectangle  Inserting Rectangle 

Ellipse  Inserting Ellipse 

Arc  Inserting Arc 

Arrow Down  Inserting Arrow Down 

Arrow Up  Inserting Arrow Up 

Command  Line Toolbar 

Resolution  Click the Resolution icon to hide or redisplay the Resolution Toolbar. 

Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Command Line  Understanding Command Line 

Data Playback Toolbar 

Playback Resolution  Setting Playback Resolution 

Playback Start Time  Setting Playback Start Time 

Jump To Time  Using Jump To Time button 

Jump To Bar  Using Jump To Bar mode 

Step Backward  Using Step Backward 

Step Forward  Using Step Forward 

Pause/Resume Playback  Using Pause/Resume Playback 

Terminate Playback/Go To Realtime  Terminate Playback/Go To Realtime 

Playback Speed Slider  Setting playback speed 

Global Mode  Data Playback Modes 

 

 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Equidistant_Channel%23Inserting_Equidistant_Channel
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Andrews%27_Pitchfork%23Inserting_Andrews%27_Pitchfork
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Fibonacci_Retracement_Price_Lines%23Inserting_Fibonacci_Retracement_Price_Lines
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Fibonacci_Speed/Resistance_Fan%23Inserting_Fibonacci_Speed/Resistance_Fan
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Fibonacci_Speed/Resistance_Arcs%23Inserting_Fibonacci_Speed/Resistance_Arcs
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Fibonacci_Time_Zones%23Inserting_Fibonacci_Time_Zones
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Fibonacci_Trend-Based_Time_Lines%23Inserting_Fibonacci_Trend-Based_Time_Lines
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Gann_Fan%23Inserting_Gann_Fan
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Gann_Square%23Inserting_Gann_Square
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Retracement_Calculator%23Inserting_Retracement_Calculator
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Text_%28Drawing_Tool%29%23Inserting_Text
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Rectangle%23Inserting_Rectangle
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Ellipse%23Inserting_Ellipse
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Arc%23Inserting_Arc
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Arrow_Down%23Inserting_Arrow_Down
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Arrow_Up%23Inserting_Arrow_Up
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Chart_Resolution%23Setting_Resolution_of_Time-Based_Charts
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_on_the_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_on_the_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_on_the_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_on_the_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Step_Backward/Forward_Playback
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Step_Backward/Forward_Playback
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_on_the_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_on_the_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_on_the_Chart
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Data_Playback%23Data_Playback_Modes
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Understanding Command Line 

Command Line toolbar allows the active window's chart resolution or symbol to be changed simply by entering a 

text command. 

Type the appropriate command in the Command Line combo box and press Enter. 

To select a previously used command use the drop-down function. 

Examples: 

Type in: "5 minutes" to change the chart resolution to 5 minutes. 

Type in: "AMD" to change the symbol to AMD. 

The List of Supported Commands 

.bsi 

Increases bar spacing. 

.bsd 

Decreases bar spacing. 

.rep 

Calls Strategy Performance Report. 

.isy 

Inserts additional symbol into existing chart or creates a new chart. Available parameters: name, df, res, desc, from, 

toΦ ά,έ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƳƛǘŜǊΦ 

.csy 

Changes symbol (specific data series) plotted on chart to another specific symbol (if there is no chart, this 

command creates an empty chart window with no data series plotted). Available parameters: dnum, name, df, 

res, desc, from, to, muteΦ ά,έ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƳƛǘŜǊΦ 

.iind 

Inserts specific indicator to the active chart. Available parameters: name, base, bref, fmtΦ ά,έ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛƳƛǘŜǊΦ 

.isig 

Inserts specific signal to the active chart. Available parameters: name1, name2. nameN όǳǇ ǘƻ ффύΦ ά,έ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 

delimiter. 

.rld 

Reloads data on the active chart and on all charts with the same symbol. Available parameters: glob, ResSize 

ResName, int. 

SymName 

Changes the symbol to a specified one on the active chart. If there is no selected symbol , the symbol that is plotted 

on data series 1 is changed. 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:052_CommandLine.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Time_Scale%23Setting_Bar_Spacing
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Time_Scale%23Setting_Bar_Spacing
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ResSize ResName 

Changes resolution of the symbol plotted as data series 1 of the active chart to a specified one. 

.at_toggle 

Turns on/off auto trading on the active chart. 

.shs 

Switches between different styles for Hint window. 

.eds 

Shows the entire data series of the active chart window. 

Table of Parameters for .ISY and .CSY Commands 

Description Parameter 

Number of data series dnum 

Symbol name name 

Data provider df 

Resolution of the chart res 

Symbol description desc 

Starting point of data interval from 

Ending point of data interval to 

Do not show the Format Instrument dialogue window if there is an error in the 

request 
mute 

 

Example 1: Enter to command line: .isy name=@ES#, df=IQFeed, res=1 min, desc=E-MINI S&P 500 MARCH 2013, 

from=12/31/2012, to=5/10/2013 in order to insert 1 minute graph of S&P mini 500 from IQFeed starting from 31th 

of December 2012 up to 10th of May 2013 as additional data series to the active chart window. 

Example 2: Enter to command line: .csy dnum=1, name=@ES#, df=IQFeed, res=1 min, desc=E-MINI S&P 500 

MARCH 2013, from=12/31/2012, to=5/10/2013 in order to change the data series 1 to 1 minute graph of S&P mini 

500 from IQFeed starting from 31th of December 2012 up to 10th of May 2013 as additional data series to the active 

chart window. 

Note: If dnum parameter is not specified, the selected data series will be affected. If no particular data series is 

selected, the data series 1 will be affected. 

Table of Parameters for .IIND and .ISIG Commands 

 

Description Parameter 

Name of an indicator/signal name 

Number of data series to base an indicator on base 
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Maximum number of bars a study will reference, or maximum bars back bref 

Show Format Indicator window fmt 

 

Example 1: Enter to command line: .iind name=MACD, base=1, bref=100 in order to apply MACD indicator to the 

data series 1 with MaxBarsBack parameter = 100 to the active chart window. 

Example 2: Enter to command line: .isig name=Bollinger Bands LE in order to apply Bollinger Bands LE signal to the 

active chart window. 

Note: If no parameters are specified, the Insert Indicator or Insert Signal window is called. 

Table of Parameters for .RLD Command 

Description Parameter 

Reloading of all charts with all data series dnum 

Reloading of particular charts ResSize ResName 

Reloading a specified number of days/weeks/months 

back 
int ResSize ResName 

 

Example 1: Enter to command line: .rld 1 min in order to reload data on all charts with 1 minute resolution. 

Example 2: Enter to command line: .rld int 2 weeks in order to reload 2 weeks of data on the active chart. 

Note: If a parameter is specified incorrectly, the .rld will be used for the active chart. 

Table of Resolutions for Command Line 

Resolution 

name 
Value 1 Value 2 Value 3 Value 4 

Tick tick ticks t ts 

Contract volume volumes contract contracts 

Point point points pt pts 

Point Original origpoint origpoints orpt orpts 

Change change changes chg chgs 

Second second seconds sec secs 

Minute minute minutes min mins 

Hour hour hours hr hrs 

Day day days d ds 

Week week weeks wk wks 

Month month months mth mths 

Quarter quarter quarters qrt qrts 

Year year years yr yrs 
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Customizing Toolbars 

With Custom Toolbars, the user can not only choose which toolbar to display, but also which buttons appear on the 

toolbar. Adding more toolbars and buttons makes it easier to access certain functions. Consolidating the most 

frequently used buttons onto one toolbar saves space and permits a larger display area in the workspace. 

 

To customize the toolbars, 

1. Select View from the main menu, then select Toolbars and Customize. The Customize window will appear. 

2. In the Toolbars pane, select the type of toolbar to customize. Check tƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻƻƭōŀǊΩǎ ŎƘŜŎƪ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ 

the toolbar. Uncheck the selected toolbar to remove the toolbar. 

3. In the Commands pane, select which buttons will appear on the toolbar. 

4. Select the Close button. 

Understanding Chart Window 
 

Chart Window consists of several Chart Window Areas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where: 

1 - Status Line Area 

ω a. Auto Trading Status Switch 

ω b. Volume Profile Switch 

ω c. Instrument name 

ω d. Instrument Dropdown 

ω e. Linking Chart by Instrument 

ω f. Instrument description 

ω g. Chart resolution 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Auto_Trading%23Distinguished_Features_of_Auto_Trading
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Volume_Profile%23Volume_Profile_Switch
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Status_Line%23Symbol_and_Resolution_Linking
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Status_Line%23Symbol_and_Resolution_Linking
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ω h. Resolution Dropdown 

ω i. Linking Chart by Resolution 

ω j. Study Status Switch 

2 - Chart Area  

3 -  Subchart Divider 

4 - Subchart Area  

5 - Time Scale Area  

6 - Price Scale Area  

7 - Chart Trading Panel  

Each area intended for manipulation for its own set of objects. 

Note: There can be several Subchart Areas  in a Chart window. 

Note: There can be one or two Price Scale Areas in a Chart window. 

Chart Number Format 

MultiCharts uses the Regional Settings of the Windows operating system to format numbers. The Regional Settings 

can be edited by going to Customize Regional Options in the Windows operating system. The items that can be 

edited include the following: 

ω Decimal symbol 

ω Digit grouping symbol 

ω Negative sign symbol 

ω Negative number format 

ω Display leading zeros 

ω List separator 

ω Measurement system 

To access the Customize Regional Options, please refer to the help files from the Windows operating system. 

The number of digits behind a decimal depends on whether the number is associated with a symbol or study. For 

symbols, the number of digits after a decimal is defined in the Price Scale. For studies, the number of digits after a 

decimal is based on the number of significant digits. 

Creating Charts 
 

A Chart is created for a financial instrument, designated by a Symbol, such as "GOOG". 

A new chart can be created by entering the symbol parameters into the Command Line toolbar, or by using the 

Format Instruments window. 

If the symbol name is known, the simplest way to create a new chart is to enter the symbol name and all known 

symbol parameters into the command line. Any omitted symbol parameters will automatically be selected, and the 

symbol plotted. 

Creating Chart Using Format Instruments Window 

To create a new chart: 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Status_Line%23Symbol_and_Resolution_Linking
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Status_Line%23Symbol_and_Resolution_Linking
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Using_Studies%23Study_Status_Switch
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1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Instrument tab. 

3. Select a data feed from the Data Source drop-down list box. 

4. Select a symbol from the list of available symbols in All Symbols tab, or use the category tabs to list only a 

particular category of symbols; the list can be sorted by any column, in ascending or descending order, by clicking 

on the column header. 

If you can't find a symbol, see Adding Symbols to Symbol List 

5. Double-click the symbol, or click OK, to create a chart with the default settings. 

Merging Data Sources into a Single Chart 

In some instances real-time data and historical data must be obtained from two separate data sources. A real-time 

data source and a historical data source can be merged into a single chart. 

To create a new chart: 

Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments  

icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. The 

Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes 

into a Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Instrument tab. 

3. Check Merge Data Sources into a Single Chart check box. 

4. From the For drop-down list box, select History. 

5. Select a data feed for the historical data from the Data Source drop-down list box. 

6. Select a symbol from the list of available symbols in All Symbols tab, or use the category tabs to list only a 

particular category of symbols; the list can be sorted by any column, in ascending or descending order, by clicking 

on the column header. 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Operating_Symbol_List%23Adding_Symbols_to_Symbol_List
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
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If you can't find a symbol, see Adding Symbols to Symbol List 

7. From the For drop-down list box, select RealTime. 

8. Select a data feed for the real-time data from the Data Source drop-down list box. 

9. Select a symbol from the list of available symbols in All Symbols tab, or use the category tabs to list only a 

particular category of symbols; the list can be sorted by any column, in ascending or descending order, by clicking 

on the column header. 

If you can't find a symbol, see Adding Symbols to Symbol List 

 

Creating Charts Using the Command Line Toolbar 

A new chart can be created by entering the symbol parameters into the Command Line toolbar: 

 
By default, the Command Line toolbar is displayed docked to the top of the application window. If the toolbar is not 

displayed, it may have been hidden. To learn how to redisplay the toolbar, see Floating or Docking Toolbars 

To learn more about toolbars, see Understanding Toolbars 

Symbol parameters consist of the Symbol Name, Data Source, Category, and Exchange parameters. Depending on 

the data source and the symbol category, one or more parameters are required on order to precisely identify the 

symbol to be plotted. 

Automatic Selection of Omitted Symbol Parameters 

MultiCharts simplifies the process of symbol selection by automatically selecting, whenever possible, any omitted 

symbol parameters, by analyzing the Symbol Name. 

Note: 

When symbol parameters are entered into the command line the first time that MultiCharts is used, the Data Source 

must be specified. 

Automatic selection of omitted symbol parameters is based on both the Symbol Name and on the Data Source. 

Once specified a single time, the Data Source will be selected automatically if DataSource parameter is not specified. 

Entering a symbol name alone is often sufficient to create a chart for a stock. For example, a plot for Google, Inc. 

can be created by simply typing goog into the command line toolbar; all the other parameters will be selected 

10 . Double-click the symbol, or click  OK , to create a chart with default settings.  

To learn more about changing the symbol settings read the following:  

Changing Symbols  

Chart Resolution  

Quote Field  

Sessions  

Data Range  

Time Zone  

Data Numbers  

Using SubCharts  

Chart Style  

Chart Scaling  

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Operating_Symbol_List%23Adding_Symbols_to_Symbol_List
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Operating_Symbol_List%23Adding_Symbols_to_Symbol_List
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=MultiCharts_Work_Area%23Floating_or_Docking_Toolbars
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=MultiCharts_Work_Area%23Understanding_Toolbars
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automatically. However, for some symbol categories and data sources, additional parameters may be required in 

order to precisely identify the symbol to be plotted. 

If the exact symbol name is not known, but only the symbol description or the symbol root, or if plotting the symbol 

through the command line does not work, QuoteManager can be used to search for and identify the correct symbol. 

Note: When symbol parameters are entered into the command line the first time that that MultiCharts is used, the 

Data Source must be specified. 

Entering Symbol Parameters into a Command Line 

Symbol parameters are entered in the following format: 

DataSource: SymbolName; Exchange; Category 

Note: 

Data Source and Symbol Name are separated by a colon (:), while Symbol Name, Exchange Name, and Category are 

separated by a semicolon (;). 

ω If DataSource parameter is not specified, SymbolName parameter does not have to be preceded by a colon. 

ω In neither Exchange nor Category parameters are specified, SymbolName does not have to be followed by a 

semicolon. 

ω If Category parameter is not specified, Exchange parameter does not have to be followed by a semicolon. 

ω If Exchange parameter is not specified, and Category parameter immediately follows the SymbolName 

parameter, two semicolons must separate SymbolName and Category parameters (SymbolName;; Category). 

DataSource -  an optional parameter; specifies the data source 

ω DataSource -  is specified by the DataSource abbreviation : 

Data Source Name Abbreviation 

ASCII Mapping ASC 

AvaTrade AVA 

Barchart.com BC 

Bloomberg BL 

CQG CQG 

CSI CSI 

Dukascopy DUK 

eSignal ES 

Free Quotes F 

GlobalServer GS 

IQFeed IQ 

Interactive Brokers IB 

IQBank QuickTrade IWB 

LMAX LM 

MB Trading MB 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Category:QuoteManager
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MCFX FX 

Metastock MS 

MIG Bank MIG 

Open E Cry OEC 

Patsystems PS 

Rithmic 01 RT 

TradeStation TS 

Trading Technologies TT 

Universal DDE DDE 

WeBank WB 

Zen-Fire ZF 

 

Note: DataSource parameter is not case-sensitive 

A list of available data sources and corresponding abbreviations can also be found in the Data Sources window in 

QuoteManager. To open the Data Sources window in QuoteManager, click the Data Sources  icon        or select Tools 

in the main menu and click Data Sources. 

ω If DataSource is not specified, the most recently used Data Source will be used. 

ω If DataSource is not specified and cannot be selected automatically, a Format Instruments window will open. 

SymbolName -  a required parameter; specifies the symbol name 

ω SymbolName parameter is not case-sensitive. 

ω The maximum symbol name length is 31 characters; longer symbol names will be truncated to 31 characters. 

ω Symbol name can contain any number of spaces and characters, separated by spaces. 

ω Spaces at the beginning and at the end of a symbol name are discarded. 

Exchange -  an optional parameter; specifies the exchange abbreviation 

ω Exchange is specified by the exchange abbreviation; the list of available exchanges and corresponding 

abbreviations can be found in the Exchanges & ECNs window in QuoteManager. To open the Exchanges & ECNs 

window in QuoteManager, click the Exchanges & ECNs  icon, or select Tools in the main menu and click 

Exchanges & ECNs. 

ω If the specified exchange abbreviation is not in the Exchanges & ECNs list, a Format Instruments window will 

open. 

ω If Exchange parameter is not specified, a default exchange will be selected based on the data source and 

category ( category selection takes place prior to default exchange selection ). Category -  an optional parameter; 

specifies the symbol category 

ω Category is specified by the category name abbreviation: 

Category Abbreviation 

Stock Stk 

Index Idx 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:QM_DataSources.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:QM_exchangesecns.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:QM_exchangesecns.png
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Future Fut 

Stock Option Opt 

Forex Fx 

Bond B 

Cash C 

Spread Spd 

 

 
ω If the specified Category is not a valid category abbreviation, a Format Instruments window will open. 

ω If Category is not specified, the symbol name will be analyzed in order to select the symbol category 

automatically. 

Automatic Symbol Category Selection 

Symbol category is automatically selected by evaluating the symbol name according to the following rules, in the 

order that they are listed; once a symbol name satisfies any one rule, a category is assigned and MultiCharts 

proceeds to exchange selection. 

Symbol category is Future if any of the following are true: 

ω Symbol name ends with a number 

ω Symbol name ends with a #F, preceded by a space 

ω Symbol name begins with an @ 

ω Symbol name begins with a c# ( except TradeStation(R) symbols ) Symbol category is Index if any of the 

following are true: 

ω Symbol name begins with a $ 

ω Symbol name ends with a .X 

Symbol category is Forex if any of the following are true: 

Note: For InteractiveBroker data source, symbol category will be Cash 

ω Symbol name ends with a - FX 

ω Symbol name contains any two different sets of the following combinations of letters: 

EUR, USD, GBP, AUD, CAD, CHF, JPY, HKD, KRW, SEK, MXN, NOK, PLZ, CZK, ILS, HUF, MXP, NZD, 

PLN, RUR, BRE, USS, SKK, TWD, SIT, SGD, RUB, SON, MTL, LVL, LTL, SEK, HRK, EEK, DKK, CYP 

if the Category cannot be selected automatically, category Stock will be selected; category selection takes place 

prior to default exchange selection. 

Sample Entries and Corresponding Parameters 

Command Line Entry Data Source* Symbol Exchange Category 

ES:O #F eSignal O #F UNDEF Futures 

ES:ES H8 ES H8 UNDEF Futures 

ES:$INDU $INDU UNDEF Indexes 

ES:EURGBP A0-FX EURGBP A0-FX UNDEF Forex 

IQ:@ES# IQfeed @ES# UNDEF Futures 

Note: category parameter is not case-sensitive.  
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IQ:NUH8 NUH8 UNDEF Futures 

IQ:ADR.X ADR.X UNDEF Indexes 

IB:ESH8 IB ESH8 GLOBEX Futures 

IB:MSFT MSFT SMART Stock 

IB:EUR.USD EUR.USD IDEALPRO Cash 

OEC:6AH8 OEC 6AH8 UNDEF Futures 

TS:ESH08 TS ESH08 CME Futures 

TS:AUDCAD AUDCAD FOREX Forex 

TS:$TSTOP $TSTOP NASDAQ Indexes 

TS:@ES @ES CME Futures 

 

* The Data Source is specified in the table's Command Line entries for illustration purposes only; once specified a 

single time, the Data Source will be selected automatically even if DataSource parameter is not specified. 

Understanding Multi-Symbol Charts 

It is possible to add several symbols' data series to the same Chart Window. Each data series in a multi-symbol chart 

has a unique Data Number. The Data Number is assigned according to the order in which the data series was added 

to the Chart Window. 

Important: Any data series can be deleted from the Chart Window, except for the data series that was added first 

(Data #1). 

Inserting Additional Symbols into a Chart Window 

¢ƻ ƛƴǎŜǊǘ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎȅƳōƻƭǎΩ Řŀǘŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ /ƘŀǊǘ ²ƛƴŘƻǿΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ǘƘŜ Insert Instrument  icon on the main 

toolbar. 

Additional data series can also be inserted by one of the following methods: 

1. Use the F5 key; or: 

2. Select Insert in the main menu and click Symbol; or: 

3. Right-click on the chart area and then click Insert Instrument; or: 

4. If the Chart Window already contains more then one data series, right-click on the chart area, then click Format 

Instruments, and click the Add button. 

Deleting Symbols from a Multi-Symbol Chart 

Any of the symbols (data series) can be deleted from a multi-symbol Chart Window, except for the first symbol that 

was added (the symbol with the Data # = 1). 

To delete a symbol (data series), right-click on the chart area and then click Format Instruments; in the Format 

Objects window that appears, select the data series that is to be deleted and click the Remove button. 

Data series can also be deleted by one of the following methods: 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:New_Chart.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:New_Chart.png
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ω Position the mouse pointer over the data series that is to be deleted; once the Pointer  changes   into 

a Hand , right-click and then click Remove Series; or: 

ω Position the mouse pointer over the data series that is to be deleted; once the Pointer   changes into a 

Hand  , click on the data series and then press the Delete key on the keyboard. 

Selecting the Active Symbol (Data Series) in a Multi-Symbol Chart 

In a multi-symbol Chart Window only one of the data series at a time is active. The active data series is the data 

series to which any changes will be applied. Any one of the data series in a multi-symbol chart can be selected as 

active at any time. 

Before making changes to a particular symbol's chart within a multi-symbol Chart Window you should first make 

sure that it is the active symbol (data series). 

The first symbol (data series) added to a multi-symbol Chart Window is the active symbol by default. 

To select a symbol (data series) as active simply click on the data series. 

Understanding Data Server Mode 

Data server mode selection provides flexibility for working with data feeds. This feature makes it possible to 

overcome limitations of some of the data feeds. If a data feed is available only on weekdays, the locally stored data 

can be used on weekends. If a data feed makes gap filling impractical by forcing a lengthy download of 24 hours of 

data for any intraday query, the gap filling feature can be disabled. 

Two Data server modes are available: 

Online ς The locally stored data is used to for a historical chart. A check for gaps is not performed. Once the historical 

chart is completed, the real-time data will be received from a real-time data feed. Check Download missing 

historical data check box to perform a check for gaps and to fill any gaps found by connecting to a historical data 

feed. 

Offline ς Only the locally stored data is used. No connections to data feeds are made. 

Setting Data Server Mode 

To change the Data server mode close all the Workspaces containing windows, or close all the windows in open 

Workspaces. Once a new Data server mode has been set, all Chart Windows will function according to the new 

mode, even if they were originally created under another Data server mode. 

Note: The Data server mode can not be changed while there are any open Chart Windows in any of the open 

Workspaces. 

To set the Data server mode: 

1. In the main menu select File and click Preferences. 

2. Select the Data Server Mode tab. 

3. Choose the data mode. 

4. Check Show this dialog box on startup check box to display the Data Server Mode dialog box on startup, or 

uncheck the box to simply use the last selected Data mode. 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png


 

30 
 

Volume Analysis
 

Volume is the number of shares or contracts that trade over a given period of time. The higher the volume, the more 

active the security. To determine the movement of the volume (up or down), volume tools (such as indicators or 

specific chart types) illustrate in different ways how many shares have traded per period and show trends in the 

same way that prices do. 

Here are some tools that MultiCharts offers for Volume Analysis: 

Volume Profile 

Volume Delta 

Cumulative Delta 

Volume Profile 

 

Understanding Volume Profile 

Volume Profile tracks trading activity volume across different price levels and varying time lengths. It is an advanced 

chart attribute providing traders the opportunity to see the most traded volume areas, how much volume was 

traded on particular price levels recently or within a specified time period and divides total traded volume into BUY 

traded volume and SELL traded volume. 

Using Volume Profile 

Volume Profile can be turned on/off from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Volume Profile tab. 

3. Check the Show Volume Profile check box to turn Volume Profile on/off. The Show Volume Profile check box 

is unchecked by default. 

4. Select one of the available Profiles: 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png


 

31 
 

ω Tick Count. If this profile is selected, volume provided by the data source is not taken into account. Each tick 

volume equals to 1. Each line demonstrates the number of ticks traded on a specific price level colored in blue ( by 

default). The following components are available for this volume profile style : 

ω Volume Bar Color. Identical to Total Volume, shows total ASK + BID ticks traded on each price level. Default 

color is blue, it can be changed to any other color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Volume 

Shading, it can be changed to Solid Blocks, HollowGram or Invisible. 

ω Up OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as green bar if the openning price of the 

profile is lower than its closing price. Default color is dark green, it can be changed to any other color. Default size 

can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω Down OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as red bar if the openning price of the 

profile is higher than its closing price. Default color is red, it can be changed to any other color. Default size can be 

decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω POC. Shows the price level with largest amount of traded volume. Default color is pale pink, it can be 

changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased up to 100. Default style is Invisible, 

it can be changed to Volume Shading, HollowGram or Invisible. 

ω Value Area. It is the area (specified in %) of most traded volume of the profile (100%).Example 1: 

Assume there are 5 price levels in volume profile. Total volume of level 1 is 400; total volume of level 2 is 600 ; 

total volume of level 3 is 1000; total volume of level 4 is 500; total volume of level 5 is 300. The total volume of the 

whole volume profile is 2800. Default Value are is 70%; 70% of 2800 = 1960. It always starts with POC, that is the 

level 3 with 1000 total volume. 1960 - 1000 (POC) = 960. Check closest levels: 2  and 4; each of these levels total 

volume is less than 960. Total volume of level 2 is higher then total volume of level 4. 960 - 600 (level 2) = 360. 

Check closest levels: 1 and 4; only level 1 total volume (400) is enough to cover 360.Example 2:  Assume there are 

5 price levels in volume profile. Total volume of level 1  is 200; total volume of level 2 is 600; total volume of level 3 

is 1000; total volume of level 4 is 200; total volume of level 5 is 300. The total volume of the whole volume profile 

is 2300. Default Value are is 70%; 70 % of 2300 = 1610. It always starts with POC, that is the level 3 with 1000 total 

volume. 1610  - 1000 ( POC) = 610. Check closest levels: 2 and 4; each of these levels total volume is less than 610. 

Total volume of level 2 is higher then total volume of level 4. 610 - 600 (level 2) = 10. Check closest levels: 1 and 4; 

each of these levels total volume is more than 10. Both levels are identical (200 and 200 total volume), in this case 

the rest 10 volume goes to the level then is lower, in this example it is the level 4. 

ω Display Text. Shows numeric values for each price level. Default color is white, it can be changed to any other 

color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Total Ticks, it can be changed to Invisible or to POC. 

ω Outline. Frames traded volume on specified price levels. Default color is yellow, it can be changed to any 

other color. Default size can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to All Blocks or 

POC. 

ω Price Range. Shows highest and lowest price levels of traded volume per profile. Default color is yellow, it can 

be changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased. Default style is Extended, it can 

be changed to Volume Shading or Invisible. 

ω Total Volume. If this profile is selected, it displays ask + bid volume provided by a data source for every tick. 

Each line demonstrates total volume traded on a specific price level and colored in blue (by default). The following 

components are available for this style of volume profile: 

ω Total Volume. Shows total ASK + BID volume traded on each price level. Default color is blue, it can be 

changed to any other color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Volume Shading, it can be 

changed to Solid Blocks, HollowGram, Invisible. 
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ω Up OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as green bar if the openning price of the 

profile is lower than its closing price. Default color is dark green, it can be changed to any other color. Default size 

can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω Down OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as red bar if the openning price of the 

profile is higher than its closing price. Default color is red, it can be changed to any other color. Default size can be 

decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω POC. Shows the price level with largest amount of traded volume. Default color is pale pink, it can be 

changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased up to 100. Default style is Invisible, 

it can be changed to Volume Shading, HollowGram or Invisible. 

ω Value Area. It is the area (specified in %) of most traded volume of the profile (100%). See the example 

above. 

ω Display Text. Shows numeric values for each price level. Default color is white, it can be changed to any other 

color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Total Volume, it can be changed to Invisible or POC. 

ω Outline. Frames traded volume on specified price levels. Default color is yellow, it can be changed to any 

other color. Default size can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to All Blocks or 

POC. 

ω Price Range. Shows highest and lowest price levels of traded volume per profile. Default color is yellow, it can 

be changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased. Default style is Extended, it can 

be changed to Volume Shading or Invisible. 

ω Buy x Sell Volume. If this profile is selected, it displays ask x bid volume provided by a data source for every 

tick. Depending on the ask and bid volume amounts each line is colored in green and red (by default) 

proportionally.Example:  If the ASK volume is 3000 and BID volume is 2000, the displayed value is 3000 x 2000. 

ω Buy Volume. Shows ASK volume traded on each price level. 

ω Sell Volume. Shows BID volume traded on each price level. 

ω Up OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as green bar if the openning price of the 

profile is lower than its closing price. Default color is dark green, it can be changed to any other color. Default size 

can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω Down OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as red bar if the openning price of the 

profile is higher than its closing price. Default color is red, it can be changed to any other color. Default size can be 

decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω POC. Shows the price level with largest amount of traded volume. Default color is pale pink, it can be 

changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased up to 100. Default style is Invisible, 

it can be changed to Volume Shading, HollowGram or Invisible. 

ω Value Area. It is the area (specified in %) of most traded volume of the profile (100%). See the example 

above. 

ω Display Text. Shows numeric values for each price level. Default color is white, it can be changed to any other 

color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Total Volume, it can be changed to Invisible, POC, 

Buy x Sell Volume or Delta. 

ω Outline. Frames traded volume on specified price levels. Default color is yellow, it can be changed to any 

other color. Default size can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to All Blocks or 

POC. 
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ω Price Range. Shows highest and lowest price levels of traded volume per profile. Default color is yellow, it can 

be changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased. Default style is Extended, it can 

be changed to Volume Shading or Invisible. 

ω Delta. If this profile is selected, it displays total volume value and ask - bid result as a part of the total volume 

in each line. If the ASK - BID result value is negative, it is colored in red, if the value is positive it is colored in green 

(by default).Example:  If the ASK volume is 3000 and BID volume is 2000, their delta is 1000, so the 4 /5 of the line 

is colored in blue and 1/5 of the line is green, meanwhile the displayed value is 5000 (Total Volume). 

The following components are available for this style of volume profile: 

ω Total Volume. Shows total ASK + BID volume traded on each price level. Default color is blue, it can be 

changed to any other color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Volume Shading, it can be 

changed to Solid Blocks, HollowGram, Invisible. 

ω Buy Volume. Shows ASK volume traded on each price level. 

ω Sell Volume. Shows BID volume traded on each price level. 

ω Up OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as green bar if the openning price of the 

profile is lower than its closing price. Default color is dark green, it can be changed to any other color. Default size 

can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω Down OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as red bar if the openning price of the 

profile is higher than its closing price. Default color is red, it can be changed to any other color. Default size can be 

decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω POC. Shows the price level with largest amount of traded volume. Default color is pale pink, it can be 

changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased. up to 100. Default style is Invisible, 

it can be changed to Volume Shading, HollowGram or Invisible. 

ω Value Area. It is the area (specified in %) of most traded volume of the profile (100%). See the example 

above. 

ω Display Text. Shows numeric values for each price level. Default color is white, it can be changed to any other 

color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Total Volume, it can be changed to Invisible, POC, 

Buy x Sell Volume or Delta. 

ω Outline. Frames traded volume on specified price levels. Default color is yellow, it can be changed to any 

other color. Default size can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to All Blocks or 

POC. 

ω Price Range. Shows highest and lowest price levels of traded volume per profile. Default color is yellow, it can 

be changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased. Default style is Extended, it can 

be changed to Volume Shading or Invisible. 

ω Buy vs Sell Volume. If this profile is selected, it displays total volume value in each line and the line is colored 

in green/red (by default) depending on whether the ask volume is greater or smaller than bid volume.Example:  If 

the ASK volume is 3000 and BID volume is 2000, the ASK volume is greater than BID volume, the line is colored in 

green, however the displayed value is 5000 (Total Volume). 

The following components are available for this style of volume profile: 

ω Buy Volume. Shows ASK volume traded on each price level. 

ω Sell Volume. Shows BID volume traded on each price level. 

ω Up OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as green bar if the openning price of the 

profile is lower than its closing price. Default color is dark green, it can be changed to any other color. Default size 

can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 
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ω Down OC. Shows price movement within volume profile at its end as red bar if the openning price of the 

profile is higher than its closing price. Default color is red, it can be changed to any other color. Default size can be 

decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to Volume Shading. 

ω POC. Shows the price level with largest amount of traded volume. Default color is pale pink, it can be 

changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased up to 100. Default style is Invisible, 

it can be changed to Volume Shading, HollowGram or Invisible. 

ω Value Area. It is the area (specified in %) of most traded volume of the profile (100%). See the example 

above. 

ω Display Text. Shows numeric values for each price level. Default color is white, it can be changed to any other 

color. Default size is 100, it can be decreased. Default style is Total Volume, it can be changed to Invisible, POC, 

Buy x Sell Volume or Delta. 

ω Outline. Frames traded volume on specified price levels. Default color is yellow, it can be changed to any 

other color. Default size can be decreased or increased. Default style is Invisible, it can be changed to All Blocks or 

POC. 

ω Price Range. Shows highest and lowest price levels of traded volume per profile. Default color is yellow, it can 

be changed to any other color. Default size is 10, it can be decreased or increased. Default style is Extended, it can 

be changed to Volume Shading or Invisible. 

5. Select Breakdown by: 

ω Up Ticks vs Down Ticks method: 

If the current tick price is higher than the previous tick price, the volume of the current tick goes to BUY volume. 

If the current tick price is lower than the previous tick price, the volume of the current tick goes to SELL volume. 

If the current tick price is the same as the previous tick price, the volume is recorded either to BUY or to SELL 

volume depending on what was the last recorded volume. 

Example:  If a new tick comes with higher than previous price and volume is recorded as BUY volume, and then 

another tick comes with the same as previous price, the volume is recorded also to BUY volume. 

If a tick is first one in the series, its volume goes to BUY volume. 

Note:  When you plot Volume Delta chart, take into account that it doesn't matter what resolution is selected, 

additionally MultiCharts will request historical tick trade data from your data source for the specified in chart 

settings data range, if Up Ticks vs Down Ticks is selected. 

ω Ask Traded vs Bid Traded method: 

If the current tick price is higher or equals current ASK tick price, the volume of the current tick goes to BUY 

volume. 

If the current tick price is lower or equals current BID tick price, the volume of the current tick goes to SELL 

volume. 

If the current tick price is between ASK and BID prices, than the volume is recorded either to BUY or to SELL 

volume depending on what was the last recorded volume.Example:  If a new tick comes with a price higher or 

equals current ASK tick price and its volume is recorded as BUY volume, and then another tick comes with a 

price that is between ASK and BID prices, the volume is recorded also to BUY volume. 

Note:  When you plot Volume Delta chart, take into account that it doesn't matter what resolution is selected, 

additionally MultiCharts will request historical tick ask and bid data from your data source for the specified in 

chart settings data range, if Ask Traded vs Bid Traded is selected. 
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6. Adjust Ticks per Row value (set to 1 by default) to change the the amount of minimum price increments (set 

in QuoteManager by Price Scale and Min. Movement covered by each line of Volume Profile. 

7. Select 1 of 3 available Time parameters for the Volume Profile to be shown: 

ω If Last option is selected, it shows Volume Profile for a specified: 

ω Number of last Bars; 

ω Number of last Sessions. 

 Note: In comparison to Every, the starting point for Last is the current/latest bar on chart. Volume profile will 

not cover a period more than the specified Data Range in chart settings. 

ω If Every option is selected, it shows Volume Profile for a specified: 

ω Number of every Bars; 

ω Number of every Sessions. 

 Note: In comparison to Last, the starting point for Every is the first bar on chart. Volume profile will not cover 

a period more than the specified Data Range in chart settings. 

ω If Start ... End ... option is selected, it shows Volume Profile for a specified period of time according to your 

regional settings.Example: Show volume Profile from dd/mm/yy hh:mm:ss to dd/mm/yy hh:mm:ss. 

8. Two Alignment modes are available: 

ω To show Volume Profile from the Right; 

ω To show Volume Profile from the Left. 

9. It is possible to adjust the Transparency of the Volume Profile. 

Note:  Though the Volume Profile transparency can be set to 100%, one can see the bars of plotted chart 

symbol. This is because be default Volume Profile is shown in the background and the data series is on the 

foreground. 

10. It is possible to adjust the Width of the Volume Profile. 

ω If Last is selected in Time section, the 100% of Width is 100% of visual chart space. 

ω If Every is selected in Time section, the 100% of Width is 100% of space allocated for specified number of 

bars/sessions. 

ω If Start ... End ... is selected in Time section, the 100% of Width is 100% of space allocated for specified time 

period. 

11. It is possible to adjust the Value Area of the Volume Profile. Value Area is the area (specified in %) of most 

traded volume of the profile (100%). 

12. Check Use As Default box to use your custom settings of volume profile as default ones. 

13. Check Display Above Price Bars to put volume profile in front and the bars in the background. By default the 

volume profile is in the background. 

Displaying Multiple Volume Profiles 

Volume profile is a tool that can be enabled or disabled for a particular data series. 1 data series can have only 1 

Volume Profile displayed, however it is possible to see multiple different Volume Profiles for the same instrument 

on 1 chart: 

1. Create a chart with Volume Profile, 

2. Make a right-click on this chart and select Insert Instruments..., 

3. Do not change anything in settings of the new data series, except for the following fields: 

ω The data should be shown on SubChart #1 in Settings tab, 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Setting_Properties%23Editing_a_new_symbol_properties
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Volume_Profile%23Using_Volume_profile
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ω The chart Style should be Invisible Bars, 

ω Volume Profile can be set differently to the first one. 

4. Click Ok to load second data series with another volume profile. 

All the rest settings should be 100% identical to the original data series. 

Volume Profile Switch 

Since MultiCharts 8.7 beta 1 Volume Profile can be plotted on the chart with a single click on the Volume Profile 

Switch  button located in the status line. 

 

Go To Specified Bar 

 

Go To Specified Bar feature allows you to jump to needed bars and dates without scrolling. 

To jump to a specific bar or time and date: 

1. Select View in the main menu and click Go To Specified Bar. 

2. Select the Bar Number or the Date Time option and specify the bumber of the bar or the time and date you 

want to jump to. 

3. Click Go. 

 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:VPSwitch.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:VPSwitch.png
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Chart Settings 
 

Chart Scaling 
 

The Price Scale is located on the left and/or the right side of the chart and consists of a vertical line with marks 

indicating values and identified by Labels. 

The values on the scale are specific to the symbol or indicator plotted on the chart. 

The scale represents the value range within which the chart is plotted. To determine the value of a point on a chart 

the vertical position of the point is referenced to a value on the Price Scale. 

The Range of the Price Scale and the chart's top and bottom Margins can be set. 

The Labels, identifying scale's marks, can be customized. 

Five Price Scale range modes (scaling modes) are available: 

Screen 

Entire Series 

User Defined 

Movement Size 

Price Range 

Two Scaling Types are available (except for the Movement Size scaling mode): 

Linear 

Semi-Log 

Each scale range setting and scaling type offers its own advantages. 

Expanding Scale to Indicator 

If the price scale is based on the data series and an indicator is overlaid on the data series, the range of the price 

scale may not be wide enough to capture all parts of the indicator. In this case, the parts of the indicator that fall 

outside of the range of the price scale will not be displayed in the chart. 

To automatically expand the range of the price scale so that it will capture all parts of the indicator: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Range%23Screen_Scale_Range
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Range%23Entire_Series_Scale_Range
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Range%23User_Defined_Scale_Range
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Range%23Movement_Size_Scale_Range
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Range%23Movement_Size_Scale_Range
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Range%23Price_Range_Scale_Range
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Type%23Linear_Scaling
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=Scale_Type%23Semi-Log_Scaling
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
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- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the General section, select Expand Scale to Indicators. 

Note: This feature only works if the indicator's scaling range is set to Same as Symbol. 
 

Overlaying Data Series 

When two or more data series exist in the same subchart, it is possible to overlay the data series: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the General section, select Overlay Data Series. 

By default, the price scale of the first data series is shown. 

To change to the price scale of another data series: 

1. Right-click on the price scale. 

2. Select the data series in the window. 

Tip: Two different Price Scales can be displayed at the same time by setting the left and right price scales. 

Margins 

 

Margins are the extra spaces between the visual representation of a data series and the chart's upper and lower 

borders and are set as a percentage of the data series' price range. Margins can not be set for a chart with a User 

Defined price scale. 

How to set 

Margins are set from the Format Instruments window: 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
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1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In Use Margins section, check the Use Margins check box to add margins; uncheck the box to not add margins. 

4. In the Top Margin text box enter the top margin as a percentage of the series price range. 

5. In the Bottom Margin text box enter the bottom margin as a percentage of the series price range. 

Note: To use these margin settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Scale Labels 

 

Scale Labels are the numbers that appear next to the marks on the price scale that indicate what value the marks 

represent. 

If a chart contains multiple objects, the object, for which the label values are displayed, can be selected. The object 

is selected separately for the right and for the left price scales, making it possible to display different label values on 

the right than on the left scale of the chart. 

The numbers displayed on the labels can be abbreviated, and either the increment (step size) between the labels or 

the total number of labels can be set. 

Selecting Object for Label Values 

The object, for which the label values on a price scale are displayed, can be selected by right-clicking on the price 

scale and then clicking the #) Object Name, where # is the number, indicating the order in which the object has been 

added to the chart. 

Dividing Scale Label Values 

The values of some indicators, for example volume, can be rather large, such as 25,000,000,000. 

The numbers displayed on the labels can be abbreviated by dividing the values they represent by a set factor. 

For example, a label for the value of 25,000,000,000, divided by a factor of 1,000,000,000, will read "25.00". 

Characters can also be added to the end of the label, for example a "b", resulting in a label that reads "25.00 b" 

instead of the "25,000,000,000". 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
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Tip: You can elect to set the division factor automatically or manually. 

Dividing Label Values Automatically 

The division factor with the corresponding characters is selected automatically. 

To change the characters, see Dividing Label Values Manually. 

Automatic selection of the division factor can be chosen from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Divide Scale Labels section, check Divide Scale Labels check box. 

4. Select the Auto radio button. 

Tip: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Dividing Label Values Manually 

The division factor can be set manually, and the corresponding characters assigned, from the Format Instruments 

window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Divide Scale Labels section, check Divide Scale Labels check box. 

4. Select the Manual radio button. 
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5. In the drop-down list box select the division factor. 

6. In the Displayed as text box enter the characters to be added to the end of the label for the selected division 

factor; these characters will also be used when Dividing Label Values Automatically. 

Tip: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Canceling Label Value Division 

Label value division is canceled from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Divide Scale Labels section, uncheck Divide Scale Labels check box. 

Tip: To use these scaling settings for all new charts check Use as Default check box. 
 

Setting Label Step 

You can choose from three different settings that determine the increment (step size) between labels: 

ω Automatic -  the increment is optimized dynamically to aid the visual assessment of price levels 

ω Set Step Size -  the increment between labels is set manually 

ω Set Number of Labels -  a set number of labels is always displayed 

Automatic 

Increment between the labels is set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 
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- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Set Labels Manually section, uncheck Set Labels Manually check box. 

Tip: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Set Step Size 

Increment between the labels is set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Symbol window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments  

icon on the main toolbar; 

if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. The 

Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Set Labels Manually section, check Set Labels Manually check box. 

4. Select the Set Step Size radio button. 

5. In the Set Step Size text box enter the increment value (step size), in units displayed on the scale. 

Note: A label at each step will only be displayed if there is enough room on the scale. 

Tip: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 
 

Set Number of Labels 

A fixed total number of labels can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 
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- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Set Labels Manually section, check Set Labels Manually check box. 

4. Select the Set Number of Labels radio button. 

5. In the Set Number of Labels text box enter the fixed number of labels desired. 

Note: The set number of labels will only be displayed if there is enough room on the scale. 

Tip: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Using Fractional Price Scale Format 

MultiCharts can display prices in both decimal and fractional format. 

Configuring Fractional Price Scale Format for Symbols 

Configuring Fractional Price Scale Format for Studies Configuring 

Fractional Price Scale Format for Drawings 

Fractional format is available for the following values: 

Open 

High 

Low 

Close 

Last 

Bid 

Ask 

Net Change 

Last Price Marker 

Price value in the Status Line 

Price value in the Chart Hint 

Price value in the Drawing Properties 

Minimum and Maximum check boxes values under the Scale tab of the Format Instruments dialog window 

Fractional format is not available in the following scenarios: 

When exporting data from the chart:  

When exporting data from Strategy Performance Report  

When accepting/rejecting orders in the dialog window 
When closing open positions in the dialog window  

When assigning market position at the broker in the dialog window  

In the Alert messages 
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Setting the Number of Digits After the Decimal 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the General section, select No. of digits after decimal. 

4. Select the number of digits in the drop-down list. 
 

Scale Range 

 

 
right-click and then click Format Symbol Name;  

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button;  

Five types of Price Scale Range can be used: Screen, Entire Series,  

User Defined, Price Range, and Movement Size.  

Screen Scale Range  

The range of the price scale is equal to the range of the data series  

that's visible on the chart. The price scale will adjust automatically if  

the user scrolls to another part of the data series.  

Setting Screen Scale Range  

Scale range can be set from the  Format Instruments  window:  

1 . Open the  Format Instruments  window.To open the  Format  

Instruments  window, click the  Format Instruments     icon on  

the main toolbar;   

if the  Format Objects  window appears, select the symbol and click  

the  Format  button.   

The  Format Instruments  window can also be opened by one of the following methods:   

     

    

  - Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the   Pointer    changes into a  Hand   
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- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Scaling Range list box, select Screen. 

4. Select the Use Margins ŎƘŜŎƪ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘΩǎ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿŜǊ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎΦ 

5. Enter numbers in the Top Margin % box and Bottom Margin % box to define the top margin and bottom 

margins. 

6. In the Scaling Type section select Linear or Semi-Log. 

7. Select the Center Last Price check box to center the last price of the data series in the middle of the price scale. 

Note: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Entire Series Scale Range 

The range of the price scale is equal to the range of the entire data series, including parts of the data series not 

currently shown on the chart. Since the range of the price scale is that of the entire data series, the range of the 

price scale will not change if the user scrolls to another part of the data series. 

Setting Entire Series Scale Range 

Scale range can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Scaling Range list box, select Entire Series. 

4. Select the Use Margins ŎƘŜŎƪ ōƻȄ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ŀ ƳŀǊƎƛƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊǘΩǎ ǳǇǇŜǊ ŀnd lower borders. 

5. Enter numbers in the Top Margin % box and Bottom Margin % box to define the top margin and bottom 

margins. 

6. In the Scaling Type section select Linear or Semi-Log. 

7. Select the Center Last Price check box to center the last price of the data series in the middle of the price scale. 

Note: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 
 

User Defined Scale Range 

The range of the price scale is defined manually. Any part of the data series that falls outside of the defined range 

will not be displayed in the Chart Window. 
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Setting User Defined Scale Range 

Scale range can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Scaling Range list box, select User Defined. 

4. In the Maximum box, enter the maximum value of the range. 

5. In the Minimum box, enter the minimum value of the range. 

6. In the Scaling Type section select Linear or Semi-Log. 

Note: User Defined scale range can not be used as a default. 

Movement Size Scale Range 

The range of the price scale is defined manually. The scale will be based on the number of points within a unit of 

length. For example, the user can specify that each inch of the price scale represents 10 points. 

Setting Movement Size Scale Range 

Scale range can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Scaling Range list box, select Movement Size. 

4. Enter a unit length. 
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5. Select either inches or centimeters in the drop-down box. 

6. Enter the number of points that the unit of length in Step 4 will represent. 

Note: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Price Range Scale Range 

The range of the price scale is defined manually. The range of the scale will be based on the number of points above 

and below the Last Price Marker. For example, if the last price market is at 100, the user can specify that the range 

of the scale will be 20 points above and 20 points below the Last Price Marker (i.e., 120 to 80) 

Setting Price Range Scale Range 

Scale range can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Scaling Range list box, select Price Range. 

4. In the Above box, enter the number of points above the Last Price Marker. This is the maximum value of the 

range. 

5. In the Below box enter the number of points below the Last Price Marker. This is the minimum value of the 

range. 

Note: To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

 

Scale Type 
 

Two types of chart Scaling can be selected: Linear or Semi-Log. 

Linear Scaling 

A Linear price scale is the conventional, absolute scale. A $10 change in price will always be represented by the same 

displacement along the vertical axis, regardless of the base price from which the change took place. 
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Setting Linear Scaling Type 

Scaling Type is set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Scaling Type section, click the Linear radio button. 

To center the last quote in the middle of the price scale, check the Center Last Price check box; the last quote can 

not be centered for a chart with a User Defined price scale. 

To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Semi-Log Scaling 

A Semi-Log (percent-of-change) price scale is a percentage-based scale. A 10% change in price will always be 

represented by the same displacement along the vertical axis, regardless of the absolute price change. A $5 price 

change from a $50 base price (10%) will be represented by the exact same vertical displacement as a $10 price 

change from a $100 base price (10%), even though the absolute values of $5 and $10 are not equal. 

Important: Margins should not be used with a Semi-Log price scale. 

Setting Semi-Log Scaling Type 

Scaling Type is set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods:  

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a  

Hand  ;  

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand  

right-click and then click Format Symbol Name;  

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button;  

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png


 

49 
 

2. Select the Scaling tab. 

3. In the Scaling Type section, click the Semi-Log radio button. 

To center the last quote in the middle of the price scale, check the Center Last Price check box; the last quote can 

not be centered for a chart with a User Defined price scale. 

To use these scaling settings for all new charts, check Use as Default check box. 

Candlestick Chart 

 

Candlestick Chart visually presents the data series as a sequence of "Candlesticks". 

A Candlestick emphasizes the range between the Open and the Close price points (ticks), and the direction of price 

movement (trend) between them. 

Each candlestick consists of a "Body" and a "Wick". The body is a pillar-like rectangle, connecting the Open and the 

/ƭƻǎŜ όǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛŎƪǎΩύ ǇǊƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƭŜǎǘƛŎƪ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ŎƻƭƻǊ 

indicates the trend ς the direction of price movement ς between the Open and the Close ticks. The wick consists of 

two vertical lines, one extending from the top and one from the bottom of the body, to the High and Low price 

ǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŎƪ ƛǎ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅŜŘ ƻƴƭȅ ƛŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƛŎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘȅΩǎ ǊŀƴƎŜΦ 

A Candlestick has three components: Up, Down, and Wick; Up is the body in an uptrend, and Down is the body in a 

downtrend. 

The color of each of the components, the width of the wick, and the body's border is customized in the Chart Style 

section. 

Selecting Candlestick Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select Candlestick. 

 

 

http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Format_Instrument.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Pointer.png
http://www.multicharts.com/trading-software/index.php?title=File:Hand.png


 

50 
 

Selecting Candlestick Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Style section click on the component element to be changed. 

4. In the Color column select one of the standard 40 colors from the palette box, or click the Other button to 

create custom colors. 

5. From the Width drop-down list box select a width of the body border and the wick. 

6. To show candlestick borders, select Show Candlestick Border check box;clear the box to hide the border. The 

style of the border is the same as of the Wick. 

7. To apply the most recently selected component's style to all components, click the Apply to All Components 

button. 

8. To display the Last Price Marker select the Last Price Marker check box, or clear the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as the color of the Down component. 

9. To use these style settings for all new charts of this type, select Use as Default check box. 

 

Chart Style 
 

Several types of charts can be created. Chart style can be customized for each type of a chart. 

The following types of charts are available: 

OHLC Bar Chart 

HLC Bar Chart 

HL Bar Chart 

Candlestick Chart 

Dot On Close Chart 

Line On Close Chart Invisible 

Chart 

Each chart type offers an alternative visual representation that has its own advantages. 

The type and style of a chart are set in the Style tab of the Format Instruments window. 
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Chart Type is selected in the Chart Type section, and Chart Style settings can be customized in the Chart Style 

section. 

Changes to Chart Type and Chart Style settings will be applied to the Chart Window in real time. 

Last Price Marker 

Last Price Marker is a special label displayed on the price scale that indicates the latest price value of the data series. 

If multiple data series are plotted in different subcharts within the same chart window, then the marker is displayed 

for each data series. 

However, if multiple data series are plotted in the same subchart, then the marker is displayed only for the series 

that was added first (Data #1). 

To turn off/on Last Price Marker for a data series: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. Under the Advanced group box, check or uncheck the Last Price Marker checkbox. 

Chart Style 

Changing Bar Weight 

Chart's bars' Weight can be changed by 

ω clicking Increase Weight  or Decrease Weight  icons on the Control toolbar 

ω selecting Format in the main menu and clicking Increase Weight or Decrease Weight 

Dot on Close Chart 

 

Dot On Close chart visually presents the data series as a sequence of dots that are not connected by a line. 

Each dot graphically represents the Close ( last tick's) price of each tick group. 

The color and size of the dots can be customized in the Chart Style section. 
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Selecting Dot on Close Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select Dot on close. 

Selecting Dot on Close Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Style section click on the component element to be changed. 

4. From the drop-down list select a style. 

5. To display the Last Price Marker check the Last Price Marker check box, or uncheck the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as of the Close component. 

6. To use these style settings for all new charts of this type, check Use as Default check box. 

Changing Dot Weight 

To change the Weight (size) of the dots: 

ω click Increase Weight  or Decrease Weight  icon on the Control toolbar, or 
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ω select Format in the main menu and click Increase Weight or Decrease Weight. 

HL Bar Chart 

 

HL Bar Chart visually presents the data series as a sequence of bars. 

Each HL bar is a vertical line connecting the High and the Low price points (ticks), and graphically represents the 

ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭΦ 

An HL Bar has one component: High/Low. 

The color and width of each of the bar's component can be customized in the Chart Style section. 

Note: HL Bar Type is available only for Regular, Renko and Cumulative Delta chart types. 

Selecting HL Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select HL Bar. 

Setting HL Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format 

Instruments  icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the 

following methods:  

  - Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a Hand 

 ;  

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name;  
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- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button;  

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Style section click on the component element to be changed. 

4. From the drop-down list select a style. 

5. To display the Last Price Marker check the Last Price Marker check box, or uncheck the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as of the Close component. 

6. To use these style settings for all new charts of this type, check Use as Default check box. 

Changing Bar Weight 

To change bars' Weight: 

ω click Increase Weight  or 

ω click Decrease Weight  icon on the Control toolbar, 

ω select Format in the main menu and click Increase Weight or Decrease Weight. 

HLC Bar Chart 

 

HLC Bar Chart visually presents the data series as a sequence of bars. 

Each HLC bar is a vertical line connecting the High and the Low price points (ticks), and graphically represents the 

ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ƻƴ 

which the bar is based, is indicated on the right side of the line by a mark known as the bar's Close component. 

An HLC Bar has two components: High/Low and Close. 

The color and width of each of the bar's components can be customized in the Chart Style section. 

Selecting HLC Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes 

into a Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 
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2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select HLC Bar. 

Setting HLC Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Style section click on the component element to be changed. 

4. From the drop-down list select a style. 

5. To apply the most recently selected component's style of to all components, click the Apply to all components 

button. 

6. To display the Last Price Marker check the Last Price Marker check box, or uncheck the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as of the Close component. 

7. To use these style settings for all new charts of this type, check Use as Default check box. 

Changing Bar Weight 

To change bars' Weight: 

ω click Increase Weight  or 

ω click Decrease Weight  icon on the Control toolbar, 

ω select Format in the main menu and click Increase Weight or Decrease Weight. 

 

 

 

OHLC Bar Chart 

 

OHLC Bar Chart visually presents the data series as a sequence of bars. 

Each OHLC bar is a vertical line connecting the High and the Low price points (ticks), and graphically represents the 

range of an instrument's price movement over a defined interval. The price of the first tick of the group, on which 

the bar is based, is indicated on the left side of the line by a mark known as the bar's Open component. The price of 
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the last tick of the group, on which the bar is based, is indicated on the right side of the line by a mark known as the 

bar's Close component. 

An OHLC Bar has three components: Open, High/Low, and Close. 

The color and width of each of the bar's components can be customized in the Chart Style section. 

Selecting OHLC Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select OHLC Bar. 

OHLC Chart Type can also be selected by one of the following methods: 

ω Click the Bar Chart  icon on the Chart Analysis toolbar; or: 

ω In the main menu select View and click Bar Chart. 

 

Setting OHLC Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Style section click on the component element to be changed. 
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4. From the drop-down list select a style. 

5. To apply the most recently selected component's style of to all components, click the Apply to all components 

button. 

6. To display the Last Price Marker check the Last Price Marker check box, or uncheck the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as of the Close component. 

7. To use these style settings for all new charts of this type, check Use as Default check box. 

Changing Bar Weight 

To change bars' Weight: 

ω click Increase Weight   icon on the Control toolbar, 

ω click Decrease Weight  icon on the Control toolbar, 

ω select Format in the main menu and click Increase Weight or Decrease Weight. 

 

Hollow Candlestick Chart 

 

A Hollow Candlestick Chart plots the data series using a sequence of candlestick figures. A single candlestick consists 

of a body and a wick. The entire length of the candlestick represents the distance from the high to the low. 

The body represents the distance between the open price and the close price. 

The wick can be on either end or both ends. A wick above the body represents the distance from the high to the 

open/close, whichever is closer. A wick below the body represents the distance from the low to the open/close, 

whichever is closer. 

On the chart, the body of a candlestick takes the form of a pillar-like rectangle. The wick is the line above and/or 

below the body. 

The body of a candlestick can be either hollow or solid. 

Hollow A candlestick with a hollow body is called a bullish candlestick. The close is higher than the open. 

Solid A candlestick with a solid body is called a bearish candlestick. The close is lower than the open. 

Additionally, a candlestick can be one of three colors. 

Green (Up) The close of the current candlestick is higher than the close of the previous candlestick. 

Grey (Neutral) The close of the current candlestick is the same as the close of the previous candlestick. 

Red (Down) The close of the current candlestick is lower than the close of the previous candlestick. 

 

 

1. Double-click on the data series in the chart. 
2. Select the Style tab. 
3. Select Hollow Candlestick under Chart Type. 
4. Click the color bars under Chart Style to select different colors. 

Tip: These are the default colors.  

To change the colors,  
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Selecting Hollow Candlestick Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select Hollow Candlestick. 

Candlestick Chart Type can also be selected by one of the following methods: 

ω Click the Hollow Candlestick Chart  icon on the Chart Analysis toolbar; or: 

ω In the main menu select View and click Hollow Candlestick. 

Selecting Hollow Candlestick Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes 

into a Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Style section click on the component element to be changed. 

4. In the Color column select one of the standard 40 colors from the palette box, or click the Other button to 

create custom colors. 

5. From the Width drop-down list box select a width to change the thickness of the candlestick. 

6. To apply the most recently selected component's style to all components, click the Apply to All Components 

button. 
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7. To display the Last Price Marker select the Last Price Marker check box, or clear the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as the color of the Down component. 

8. To use these style settings for all new charts of this type, select Use as Default check box. 

 

Invisible Chart 
 

In an Invisible Chart the data series is present, but not visually presented. 

An invisible chart can be used when the data series is needed for a calculation, but the visual presentation of the 

data series is not required. 

Selecting Invisible Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select Invisible Chart. 

Selecting Invisible Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 
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- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. To display the Last Price Marker check the Last Price Marker check box, or uncheck the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as the Dot on Close Chart's Close component. 

4. To use this style setting for all new charts of this type, check Use as Default check box. 

 

Line on Close Chart 
 

Line On Close chart visually presents the data series as a sequence of dots that are connected by a line. 

Each dot graphically represents the Close ( last tick's) price of each tick group. 

The color and width of the line can be customized in the Chart Style section. 

Selecting Line on Close Chart Type 

Chart type can be selected from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Type list box select Line on Close. 

Line on Close Chart Type can also be selected by one of the following methods: 

ω Click the Line on Close Chart  icon on the Chart Analysis toolbar; or: 

ω In the main menu select View and click Line on Close. 

Selecting line on Close Chart Style 

Chart style can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 
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- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Style tab. 

3. In the Chart Style section click on the component element to be changed. 

4. From the drop-down list select a style. 

5. To display the Last Price Marker check the Last Price Marker check box, or uncheck the box to hide the marker; 

the color of the marker is the same as of the Close component. 

6. To use these style settings for all new charts of this type, check Use as Default check box. 

Changing Line Weight 

To change line's Weight: 

ω click Increase Weight  or 

ω click Decrease Weight  icon on the Control toolbar, 

ω select Format in the main menu and click Increase Weight or Decrease Weight. 
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Symbol Settings 
 

Changing Symbols 

 

Symbols can be changed using either Command Line Toolbar or Format Symbol Window. 

Changing Symbol Using the Command Line Toolbar 

To learn more review Creating Charts Using the Command Line Toolbar 

Changing Symbol Using Format Symbol Window 

Symbols can be selected either by the symbol name or by the security description. 

Changing Symbol by Symbol Name 

Only the symbols which have already been added to the Symbol List will be available. The 32 most common Futures 

symbols are pre-loaded into the Symbol List; all other symbols must be added by the user. 

Note: To learn more see Adding Symbols to Symbol List 

To change a symbol by symbol name: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Symbol tab. 

3. Select a data source in the Data Source drop-down list box. 

4. Click the Symbol/Description  selector and choose Symbol. 

5. Enter all or part of the symbol name in the name/description combo box; as the name is entered, a dynamically 

filtered list of the available matching symbols and their descriptions will be displayed. 
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6. Select a symbol from the list of available symbols in All Symbols tab, or use the category tabs to list only a 

particular category of symbols; the list can be sorted by any column, in ascending or descending order, by clicking 

on the column header. If you can't find a symbol, see Adding Symbols to Symbol List. 

7. Double-click the symbol or click OK. 

Changing Symbols 

Changing Symbol by Security Description 

Symbols can be selected by the security description as well as by the symbol name. 

Only the symbols which have already been added to the Symbol List will be available. 

The 32 most common Futures symbols are pre-loaded into the Symbol List; all other symbols must be added by the 

user. 

Note: To learn more see Adding Symbols to Symbol List 

To change a symbol by security description: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Symbol tab. 

3. Select a data source in the Data Source drop-down list box. 

4. Click the Symbol/Description  selector and choose Description. 

5. Enter all or part of the security description in the name/description combo box; as the description is entered, 

a dynamically filtered list of the available matching symbols and their descriptions will be displayed. 

6. Select a symbol from the list of available symbols in All Symbols tab, or use the category tabs to list only a 

particular category of symbols; the list can be sorted by any column, in ascending or descending order, by clicking 

on the column header. If you can't find a symbol, see Adding Symbols to Symbol List. 

7. Double-click the symbol or click OK. 

 

Chart Resolution 
 

A Tick is the information about each real trade (or each bid, or each ask, of a potential trade) received from a data 

vendor. A tick consists of the price, time, and volume. 
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A Bar Chart is the most popular format for visually presenting a Data Series. Each Bar is a vertical line connecting the 

High and the Low ǇǊƛŎŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ όǘƛŎƪǎύΣ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘΩǎ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊ 

a defined Interval. The price of the first tick of the group, on which the bar is based, is indicated on the left side of 

the line by a mark known as the bar's Open component. The price of the last tick of the group, on which the bar is 

based, is indicated on the right side of the line by a mark known as the bar's Close component. 

Defining the Interval on which each of the chart's bars is based determines the Chart Resolution. Chart resolution 

is also sometimes referred to as the Chart Compression. 

Chart resolution can be based on a Time interval (seconds, minutes, hours, days, weeks, months, or years), or on a 

Count interval (tick, volume, change, or range). 

The choice of time- versus count-based charts depends on the user's preference and trading style. Daily or weekly 

bars can be used to help identify long-term trends, while tick bars are better suited for day trading. 

Count-based charts are becoming increasingly popular because they focus in on the price movement and filter out 

the periods of low market activity. 

Understanding Tick-Based Charts 

Each bar in a tick-based chart is based on a tick group that consists of a defined number of successive ticks. The first 

tick of the group forms the bar's Open component, the tick with the highest price forms the bar's High component, 

the tick with the lowest price forms the Low component, and the last tick of the group forms the bar's Close 

component. The bar is closed once the defined number of ticks has been reached. The first tick of the following 

ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ōŀǊΩǎ hǇŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΦ 

A 1-tick chart consists of the dots, representing the price values of each of the incoming raw ticks (quotes). 

Note: If 1-Tick resolution is used, only the following chart types are available: Dot on Close, Line on Close, Invisible 

Bar 

You can elect to use the price data from Trades, Asks, or Bids by Setting Quote Field. 

Setting Resolution of Tick-Based Charts 

Resolution of tick-based charts can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Chart section, in the Resolution Interval text box, enter the number of ticks to be used for each bar. 
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4. In the Resolution Unit drop-down list box select Tick. 

Note: The maximum number of ticks that can be used to create a single bar is 1,000,000. 

Resolution of tick-based charts can also be set by one of the following methods: 

ω Click the Tick Bar   icon on the Resolution toolbar; from the drop-down list select the number of ticks to be 

used for each bar; or: 

ω Click the down-arrow to the right of the Resolution  icon on the Command Line toolbar, then point to Tick 

Bar and select the number of ticks to be used for each bar from the drop-down list; or: 

ω Enter the appropriate command into the Command Line toolbar combo box. 

Click here to find out how to use the Command Line. 

Understanding Time-Based Charts 

Each bar in a time-based chart is based on a tick group that consists of all ticks over a defined interval of time. The 

ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊϥǎ hǇŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƛŎŜ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊΩǎ IƛƎƘ 

component, the tick with the lowest price forms the Low component, and the last tick of the group forms the bar's 

/ƭƻǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛŎƪ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǎǘŀƳǇ Ǉŀǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ōŀǊΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŀƭ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ōŀǊΩǎ hǇŜƴ 

component. 

You can elect to use the price data from Trades, Asks, or Bids by Setting Quote Field. 

Setting Resolution of Time-Based Charts 

Resolution of time-based charts can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Chart section, in the Resolution Interval text box, enter the number of time periods to be used for each 

bar. 

4. In the Resolution Unit drop-down list box select the time period. 

Note: The maximum interval values that can be used for each of the time period units are: 86400 seconds, 1440 

minutes, 24 hours, 30 days, 52 weeks, 12 months, 4 quarters, or 10 years. Resolution of time-based charts can also 

be set by one of the following methods: 
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Á Click the Second Bar  or the Minute Bar  icon on the Resolution toolbar; from the drop-down list select 

the number seconds or minutes, respectively, to be used for each bar; or: 

Á Click the Hourly Bar , the Daily Bar , the Weekly Bar , the Monthly Bar , the Quarterly Bar , 

or the Yearly Bar  icon on theResolution toolbar to select a 1-hour, 1-day, 1-week, 1-month, 1-quarter, or 1-

year bar, respectively; 

Á Click the down-arrow to the right of the Resolution  icon on the Command Line toolbar and select the 

time period. For Second and Minute bars the number of time period units can also be selected from a drop-down 

list; 

Á Enter the appropriate command into the Command Line toolbar combo box. 

 

Understanding Range-Based Charts 

Each bar in a range-based chart is based on a tick group that consists of successive ticks over a defined price range. 

The bar's Open component is always one tick above or below the Close component of the previous bar, and the 

ōŀǊΩǎ /ƭƻǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ IƛƎh or the Low of the bar. All the bars are of the same height, equal to the 

range. The next bar is started once the tick with a price outside of the original bar's range has been received. If the 

price movement is greater than the combined range of two consecutive bars, additional "virtual" bars are inserted 

between the bars to fill the gap. 

You can elect to use the price data from Trades, Asks, or Bids by Setting Quote Field. 

A range-based chart can only be created from tick data. 

Note: The maximum period of the price data that can be used to create a single bar in a range-based chart is one 

trading day, including all of the trading sessions on that day. 

Setting Resolution of Range-Based Charts 

Resolution of range-based charts can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Chart section, in the Resolution Interval text box, enter the price movement, in points, that is to trigger 

creation of the next bar. 

4. In the Resolution Unit drop-down list box select Point. 

Note: The maximum number of points that can be used to create a single bar is 10,000. 

Resolution of range-based charts can also be set by one of the following methods: 
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Á Click the Range Bar  icon on the Resolution toolbar; from the drop-down list select the number of points 

to be used for each bar; 

Á Click the down-arrow to the right of the Resolution  icon on the Command Line toolbar, then point 

to Range Bar and select the number of points to be used for each bar from the drop-down list; 

Á Enter the appropriate command into the Command Line toolbar combo box. 

 

Understanding Volume-Based Charts 

Each bar in a volume-based chart is based on a tick group that consists of successive ticks for a defined number of 

contracts. The first tick of the group forms the bar's Open component, the tick with the highest price forms the bar's 

High component, the tick with the lowest price forms the Low component, and the last tick of the group forms the 

ōŀǊϥǎ /ƭƻǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōŀǊ ƛǎ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǘƛŎƪΣ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōŀǊΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 

contracts, has been received. If the last tƛŎƪΩǎ ǾƻƭǳƳŜ ƛǎ ƎǊŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƛǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ōŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŎƪ 

is split. The volume required for the current bar is used for that bar, and the balance is used to start the next bar. 

You can elect to base this chart on the actual volume of all transactions, or on the total number of transactions 

(ticks) only, by using the Build Volume On selector. 

You can elect to use the data from Trades, Asks, or Bids for this chart by Setting Quote Field. 

Setting Resolution of Volume-Based Charts 

Resolution of volume-based charts can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Chart section, in the Resolution Interval text box, enter the number of contracts to be used for each bar. 

4. In the Resolution Unit drop-down list box select Contract. 

Note: The maximum number of contracts that can be used to create a single bar depends on the data vendor. 

Resolution of volume-based charts can also be set by one of the following methods: 

ω Click the Volume Bar          Icon on the Resolution toolbar; from the drop-down list select the number of 

contracts to be used for each bar 

ω Click the down-arrow to the right of the Resolution  icon on the Command Line toolbar, then point to 

Volume Bar and select the number of contracts to be used for each bar from the drop-down list 

ω Enter the appropriate command into the Command Line toolbar combo box. Click here to find out how to use 

the Command Line. 
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Build Volume On Selector 

You can elect to base a chart on the actual volume of all transactions, or on the total number of transactions (ticks) 

only, by using the Build Volume On selector. 

Build Volume On selector is set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Chart section, in the Build Volume On drop-down list box, select Trade Volume or Tick Count to base 

the chart on the actual volume, or on the number of ticks, respectively. 

Understanding Change-Based Charts 

Each bar in a change-based chart is based on a tick group that consists of successive ticks over a defined number of 

price changes. 

The first tick of the group forms the bar's Open component, the tick with the highest price forms the bar's High 

component, the tick with the lowest price forms the Low component, and the last tick of the group forms the bar's 

Close component. 

The bar is closed once the tick with a price, bringing the current bar's total number of price changes to the defined 

ƴǳƳōŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ōŀǊΩǎ hǇŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΦ 

You can elect to base this chart on the Trades, on the Asks, or on the Bids by Setting Quote Field. 

Setting Resolution of Change-Based Chart 

Resolution of change-based charts can be set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Chart section, in the Resolution Interval text box, enter the number of price changes to be used for each 

bar. 

4. In the Resolution Unit drop-down list box select Change. 

Resolution of change-based charts can also be set by entering the appropriate command into the Command Line 

toolbar combo box. 
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Data Numbers 
 

Each data series in a multi-symbol chart has a unique Data Number. Data Numbers are used to differentiate data 

series in multi-symbol charts, and for the calculation of indicators that use several data series. The Data Number is 

automatically assigned according to the order in which the data series was added to a Chart Window. 

The Data Number can also be set manually while a series is being added, except for the very first series to be added 

to a Chart Window, which is always Data #1. A Data Number can no longer be changed once the series has been 

plotted. 

Note: Any data series can be deleted from a multi-symbol Chart Window, except for the data series with the Data 
#1. Data series # 1 can only be deleted by closing the Chart Window. 

Setting Data Number 

The Data Number can be set manually from the Format Instruments window only when the series is being added. 

Once the series has been plotted, the Data Number can not be changed. 

To manually set a Data Number to a data series: 

1. Follow the instructions for inserting an additional data series into a Chart Window; to learn how insert an 

additional series, see Inserting Additional Symbols into a Chart Window. 

2. Before clicking OK select the Settings tab in the Format Instruments window. 

3. In the Display section, in the Data Number drop-down list box, select a Data Number for the data series being 

created. 

Data Range 
 

Data Range is the entire period of data that is covered by the chart. 

Data Range can be defined by two different methods: 

1. By defining the number of bars, or days, back from a particular date; or: 

2. By defining the start and end dates. 

Setting Bars/Days Back 

Data Range is set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 
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- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Data Range section click the top radio button. 

4. In the text box enter the number of bars or days back to be used. 

5. In the drop-down list box choose Bars Back or Days Back. 

6. In the Χ.ŀŎƪ CǊƻƳ combo box, your computer's system date is set up by default; if required, enter another 

date or use the drop-down calendar. 

7. Click  to save the data range and disable auto adjustment to the current date. 

Setting Dates Range 

Data Range is set from the Format Instruments window: 

1. Open the Format Instruments window.To open the Format Instruments window, click the Format Instruments 

 icon on the main toolbar; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol and click the Format button. 

The Format Instruments window can also be opened by one of the following methods: 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; double-click once the Pointer  changes into a 

Hand  ; 

- Position the mouse pointer over the symbol's data series; once the Pointer  changes into a Hand right-

click and then click Format Symbol Name; 

- Right-click on an empty area of the chart and then click Format Instruments; if the Format Objects window 

appears, select the symbol and click the Format button; 

- Select Format in the main menu and click Instrument; if the Format Objects window appears, select the symbol 

and click the Format button. 

2. Select the Settings tab. 

3. In the Data Range section click the bottom radio button. 

4. In the From combo box enter the starting date or use the drop-down calendar; your computer's system date 

is set up by default. 

5. In the To combo box, your computer's system date is set up by default; if required, enter another date or use 

the drop-down calendar. 

6. Click  to save the data range and disable auto adjustment to the current date. 

 

Quote Field 
 

There are three types of quotes: 

ω Asks -  the prices asked for by the sellers 

ω Bids -  the prices offered by the buyers 

ω Trades -  the prices of completed trades 
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